                                   Wiltshire County Chess Association    

Minutes of the Executive Meeting held at Chippenham Chess Club on Wednesday 14th September 2016 at 7.30 pm.

In attendance:  Messrs J Bourne (Chairman), R Ludlow (Secretary), A Gladwell (League Secretary), S Zeidler (Treasurer), R Carver, H Light, E Sheppard and S Farren.

1. Apologies were received from A Ransom (Tournament Secretary), who was on holiday.  

2. Minutes were accepted, with HL pointing out that there had been seven teams in the Intermediate League in the end, with Devizes being the additional team. 

      3.   There were no matters arising. 

      4.   Trophies were presented as follows: Intermediate League - Swindon A

                                                                      Minor League - Swindon

           RC received both trophies.

           B Morris, A Champion and D Millichamp were not present to receive the Wiltshire Open Major, Intermediate and Minor trophies respectively.

Arthur Copping was to be recommended to the President to be the recipient of the President's Shield for the 2015/16 season. AG explained that he was a junior player who had greatly improved and  achieved excellent results in orthodox chess and in rapidplay. As Arthur's family had now emigrated to Spain, it was agreed that, if the recommendation were accepted, his name would be engraved on the Shield, which would be retained in Wiltshire.

      5. The League Secretary explained that information was still coming in but that he hoped to issue fixture lists by the coming weekend. There would be fewer teams in the Major and Intermediate Leagues, which would make for a shorter season. Salisbury may enter teams in the Intermediate and Minor Leagues in 2017/18, but not in the coming season.  

     There will be five teams in the Major League: 

Brown Jack               contact: M Rabbitt, reserve J Bourne 

Devizes/Nationwide contact:  A Cooper, reserve S Zeidler

Swindon                   contact:  M Jones,    reserve G Georgiou

Trowbridge               contact: A Ransom, reserve R Ludlow

There will be five teams in the Intermediate League: 

Chippenham             contact:  P Owen, reserve J Rose 

Devizes/Nationwide contact: A Gladwell, reserve tba 

Swindon  A              contact:  R Carver, reserve M Webb

                B              contact:  R Carver, reserve G Williams                          

Trowbridge              contact:  R Ludlow, reserve A Ransom   

The grade limit is to be raised to 147; this will, in particular, enable Devizes/Nationwide to field a team. 

There will be three teams in the Minor League:

Chippenham        contact: H Light, reserve E Sheppard

Swindon              contact: D Brown, reserve R Sparks

Trowbridge          contact: R Ludlow; A Ransom

 The Devizes/Nationwide Club will play at Devizes on Wednesdays.

6. The Chairman thanked SZ for taking on the role of Treasurer following the death of Peter Musgrove. SZ presented his financial report. He explained that the deficit was not a serious matter, being due entirely to the WCCA Championship deficit. There would be no increase in fees. The Chairman informed the meeting that F Parker and G Cleave had left their clubs. It could be assumed that the cheques would not be cashed. 

      7. RL announced that, as we had no County Captain, there would be no County chess. He again offered to take on this role if someone were willing to replace him as Secretary. The Chairman suggested, as a possible alternative, a match between Salisbury and the remainder of the County. This might also lead to the re-formation of a County team, involving the Salisbury Club. AG would pursue this.

      8. The Meeting noted AR's proposal for the Wilts Open Tournaments to take place throughout the season, as had been the case previously. It was hoped that it  would be a success. 

      9. RL informed the Meeting that the County chess equipment consisted of eight sets, eight boards and eight (analogue) clocks. It was held by AR.

      10. AOB 

          AG informed the Meeting that there were four unregistered players playing regularly, two with the Trowbridge Club and two with Chippenham.

          RL would pursue ECF Yearbooks. We had not had any for two years.

       11. The date of the 2017 AGM was confirmed: Tuesday 30th May at 7.30 pm at Chippenham Chess Club.

        12. The date of the 2017 Executive Committee was decided: Wednesday 13th September at 7.30 pm at Chippenham Chess Club. 
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